Primary intrapulmonary benign schwannoma. A case with ultrastructural and immunohistochemical confirmation.
Neurogenic pulmonary tumours are rare. Neurofibromas are the most common variety and tend to occur in patients with generalized neurofibromatosis, whereas schwannomas arise sporadically in patients who have no evidence of this disorder. A case of solitary benign schwannoma arising in a segmental bronchus is presented, and the published cases reviewed. Microscopically, the tumour had a spindle-shaped cell proliferation with palisade formation in several fields and low cellularity in other areas. The diagnosis was supported by positive immunostaining for S-100 protein and by ultrastructural examination which showed elongated cells surrounded by well-preserved basal lamina and numerous cytoplasmic processes also possessing a basal lamina.